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		Truth and Beauty

Poets see truth and beauty in even the most ordinary of things, and that is what I wish to express: those truths and that beauty.



			





		Work and Inspiration

Work regularly, every day. If you don’t feel like working or you don’t feel “inspired,” sit down and work. Don’t wait for “inspiration” – only hard work creates art.



			





		Stories and Imagination

Whether it is a poem I am setting in a song, or a play I’m attending, or a novel I’m reading, or a painting I’m viewing in a museum, when I’m involved in a wonderful story, my imagination is alive and I’m learning, feeling deeply, and experiencing new things.



			





		Variety and Narrative

When I’m picking poems for a song cycle, I have to find poems with a lot of variety that will help me tell a story of some sort, that have a certain pull, a narrative arc, whether it’s a person’s life or a person in a certain circumstance.



			





		Details and Context

The text gives me the imagination, the colors, the feeling, the emotion, and the structure, everything I need to write the piece. Poets provide details as well as context, what I as a composer hope to communicate through the medium of music.
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